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FROM THE BULLETIN- 75 YEARS AGO

Dr. John S. Billings, bibliographer and librarian

By Henry M. Hurd, M.D., Baltimore, Maryland

The Library of the Surgeon-General of the United States Army had a modest beginning.... In 1868
through the use of what is known as the 'slush fund' turned in by Army hospitals, it had grown to 6,066
volumes and in 1871 to 13,330 volumes. In 1871 it had for the first time a handsomely printed subject as
well as author catalogue which was introduced by the following memorandum:

That there is need in this country of a medical library of this character is sufficiently evident from the
fact that, in all the public medical libraries of the United States put together, it would not be possible to
verify from the original authorities the references given by standard English or German authors, such as
Hennen, Reynolds, or Virchow. No complete collection of American medical literature is in existence;
and the most complete, if in this country, is in private hands, and not accessible to the public; while every
year adds to the difficulty of forming such a collection as the Government should possess. The books are
now safely and conveniently arranged in the fire-proof building of the Army Medical Museum, and are
accessible to the public under rules and regulations essentially the same as those for the Library of Congress.
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